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16, dele “ its.“ 

18, for its,“ read the. 

13, for “that, read which,” 

12, for were, read * was.” 

14, for “ has,” read “ have.” | 

18, for commonality,” read com- 
& monal!y.” 

7, for faſhion,” read ©* faſhioned.” 

17, for ** which,” read who,” 

16, for every individual,” read (e in- 
ce dividuals,” | 
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Page 6, line 6, for * at the head of a vaſt country,” 
read © king of a vaſt country.” 
— 7, — 6, after the word Chriſt, read, in- 
ploring the aid of his holy Spirit.” 
— 33. —- I7, for Hapxn,” read ny Haexn. 
—— 33, — 20, for & Nus,” or Vu, read nus,” 
or ** ons.” 
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— 0, WL 4, for © come,” read © comes.” 


— 72, laſt line, for of this,” read in this,” 
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CANDID READER; 


For I will ſuppoſe you a perſon of ſo 
benign a ſpirit—be your rank in life high 
or low, or the happy mediocrity, that when 
you know the author of this little pam 
_ phlet is an individual in obſcurity, who in 
the morning of life read much, and in the 
meridian buſtled more, and who is now, | 
after the heat of the day, quietly ſeated, 
looking back on a toilſome journey paſt 
with an over-fatigued mind; and little left 
to wiſh for, but an eaſy tranfition from 
time to eternity; —when you know this, 
B you 
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you can hardly conceive ſuch a. being to 


have any ſeditious motives in writing, 
eſpecially when ſacred writ is the guide, 
or to poſſeſs an unquiet ſpirit, who ſeeks 
only for peace, till the veil ſhall be drawn 


aſide, that diſcovers a more glorious ſcene 


of exiſtence—but at this epoch of the 
world; when a ſort of internal evidence of 
the truths of prophecy, now accompliſh- 
ing, fills the mind, it may not be improper 
to indulge the ideas excited by the reviewal 


of the ſacred writings—and here let me 


pauſe with admiration at the volumss be- 


fore me, the production of Dr. Newton, 


a man of profound erudition, of unwearied 


aſſiduity, of a clear head and an honeſt 


heart, deſirous of opening the page of in- 
ſtruction to every humble and leſs enlight- 
ened mind, that without ſuch a guide 
might not have diſcovered the chain of 
Providence, by the chain of events, fore- 


told by the various prophecies, from the 


creatio Il 


(:3 ) 
creation of our globe, to the preſent moment 
the great, the good Dr. Newton is no 


more —I mean no more a mortal but 
joining with the ſouls of thoſe who were 
«. lain for the word of God, and for the 
e teſtimony which they held;”* if my 
| ſentiments are now novel, let it be remem- 
bered,. that hat wiſe and pious man has 
been my guide, the enlightener of my in- 
ferior faculties, and to his learning I am” 
indebted for that conviction of prophetic | 
truths, my more limited education denied” 
my attaining the knowledge of, without 
ſuch a luminary. 


True chriſtianity is penetrating the re- 
mote parts of the globe, its pageantry and 
falſe principles ſo long an inſult to the 
underſtanding exploded, its higheſt object 
of ſuperſtition gradually fading, and ac- 
cording to prediction will, like the foter 

182 <2" 5 of 


Newton on Prophecies. Vol. III. page 277. 


51 
of Babel be caſt down, and the recollec- 
tion only of the idol remind weak mortals - 
how vain is the aſſumption of power not 
delegated by the Almighty, © whoſe ſervice 
is perfect freedom,” whoſe beſt altar is 
the pure heart, who hath held out-to 
the ſons of men but one object of venera- 
tion, imitation, love, and gratitude, till 
the conſummation of all things ſhall arrive, 
and allow the ſpeculative mind to indulge 
the idea, that the period may nat be far 
off, when true religion, purity of manners, 
and a more ſimple mode of life may unite 
the whole world, and in ſome meaſure re- 
ſtore that paradiſiacal ſtate ſo long foretold, 
before the reſtitution of all "Op mall 
take place. 


Ol ye inhabitants of the earth, can ye e ſe 
the ſcenes, the important changes on the 
theatre of the world, without viewing them 
in ſomething more than a political light ? 


— Can 


4 
Can revolutions take place in vaſt kiug- 
doms, and like a whirlwind ſweep away 
all papal tyranny, without the hand ol 
 God?—Shall kingdoms riſe againſt king- 
docs, and nation againſt nation, as fore- 


told, but to accompliſh ſome great event? 
— Shall the God of nature allow ſuch mon- 
ſtrous deeds, ſuch deluges of human blood, 
merely that empires may riſe and fall ? — 
No! let the wiſe and the pious ſtand fill 
and confider, let them drop the ſympathetic | 
tear, at the recolleQion of ſouls hurried in- 
to thoſe undiſcovered regions, that in vain, 
while mortals we endeavour to explore; 
and let us be awake to the tendereſt feel- 

ings of humanity, when we lament the 
fate of poor Lewis the fixteenth, for as a 
man warped from infancy by falſe princi- 


ples we pitied him, and as a man accus- 
| tomed to undue homage paid a human 
creature in a deſpotiè power, we could 
not but commiſerate his feelings; for he 
had 


(6) 
had fallen from what he was taught to 
think human glory, and let every intelli- 


gent man inquire how far the mind, not 

highly gifted, muſt have ſuffered, from a 
degradation, as he ſuppaſed, in the link 
of ſociety - hen on the contrary, Lewis: 
the ſixteenth, at tlie head of a vaſt country 

throwing off the trammels of Rome, would 
have been glorious in future ages, and his 
family in the boſom of his people but 
alas! a popiſh education admits not. of this 
beaven born freedom of ſentiment ; and 

why ſhould any one have the arrogance to 
ſuppoſe his iutellects could have broken 


through the cloud of. ſuperſtition, or ſeen 5 


the glimpſe of day, when the mind was 
in darkneſs —let us indulge the hope, that 
bis ſpirit, now free from imperfection 
aud miſapprehenſion of divine truths, is 
| Joining with angels and glorified ſpirits in- 
adoring that incomprehenſible Trinity pre- 


ſumptuous mortals, on earth, in vain pre- 
tend 


| CLE 
tend to define, and ſtill more preſump- 
tuouſly dare to pronounce damnation of -'* 
thoſe, who with humility as becomes ani- 
mated duſt, (“ for duſt thou art,“ ſays the 
Almighty) approach God only through 
Chriſt, and. acknowledge no other guide 
but his plain and undefiled doctrine. 
The inſpired writings have been long, 
too long neglected their importance will 
as the world improves be ſeen und acknows. 
ledged by all wiſe, ſtudious, and contemp- 


lative perſons—it is (a good man obſerves) 


the long deſpiſed bible which will be found 
the only luminary that can throw light 
upon the maſs of human learning. | 


Sir Iſaac Newton ſays, * amongſt the 
* interpreters of the laſt age, there is 
„ ſcarce: one of note who hath not made 

« ſome diſcovery worth knowing,”'* | It 


4 x 


. 


4 Vol: III. page 8. 
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« is little encouragement to this kind of 
« ſtudy, to reflect that two of the moſt 
66 learned men of their times, Mr. Mede 
« and Mr. Daubuz, the ohe died a fellow of 
* college, and the other a vicar in Vork- 
« ſhire. Mr. Mede, as we read in the me- 
« moirs of his life, was ſo modeſt, that 
4% he wiſhed for nothing more than a do- 
4% native or ſinecure to be added to his 
* fellowſhip, but even this he could not 
* obtain; but however, let us proceed, — 
$6 bleſſed is he that readeth,, and they that 
« hear the words of this prophecy and keep 
*« thoſe things that are written therein.“ 
To theſe valuable volumes I refer my 
reader, only begging leave to quote ſome 
parts that appear to me to point plainly 
to the now actual fulfilment relative to 
theſe days. Dr. Newton obſerves, ** not- 
„ withſtanding the general current in her 
« favour (meaning the church of Rome) 

| 1 

Vol. III. page 9. 
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the tide ſhall turn againſt her; and 
the hands which helped to raiſe her, 
„ ſhall alſo pull her down. The ten 


horns ſhall hate her, that is, by a com- 
mon figure of the whole for a part, 
ſome of the ten kings, for others ſhall 


bewail and lament for her, and ſhall 


fight and periſh in the cauſe of the 


beaſt. Some of the kings who former- 


1y loved her, grown ſenſible of her ex- 
orbitant exactions and oppreſſions, ſhall 877 
hate her, ſhall ſtrip, and expoſe and 


plunder her, and. utterly conſume her 


with fire. Rome therefore will finally 
| be. deſtroyed by ſome of the princes 


who are reformed, or ſhall be reformed 


from popery; and as the kings of France 


have contributed greatly to her ad- 


vancement, it is not impoſſible; nor im- 
probable, that ſome time or other they 


may alſo be the principal authors of 
her deſtruction. France hath already | 


c ſhewn 


( 


« ſhewn ſome tendency towards a refor- 


mation, aud therefore may appear more 
„ likely to effect ſuch a revolution. 
Such a revolution may reaſonably be 
expected, becauſe this infatuation of po- 
« piſh princes is permitted by divine pro- 
«© vidence only for a certain period, until 
„ the words of God ſhall be fulfilled, and 
« particularly the words of the prophet 
% Daniel.- They ſhall be given into his 
% hand, until | a- time, and times, and the 


« dividing of time: But, then, as it im- 
„% mediately follows, the judgement ſhall 
% fit, and they ſhall take away his domi- 
% nion to conſume, and to defliroy it unto 
« the end. It is upon the ſeventh, or 
«* laſt head of the beaſt that the horns 
e are ſeen growing together, that is upon 
„the Roman empire, in its feventh or 


4 


* 


laſt form of government; and they are | 


wy 


* 


not like the _ ſucceſſive, but contem- 
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Cm). 
( porary kingdoms. Theſe 16. one mind 


and ſhall give their power and frrength . 
unto the beaſt; which is eaſily underſtood 
and applied to the princes and ſtates in 
communion with the church of Rome. 


However they may differ in other re- 


ſpects, yet they agree in ſubmitting 


man church, and in defending its rights 
and prerogatives againſt all oppoſers: 
Theſe ſhall make war with the Lamb, and 
the Lamb ſhall overcome them; they per- 
ſecute the true church of Chriſt, but 
the true church ſhall in the end pre- 
vail and - triumph over them; which . 
particulars have been fulfilled i in part 
already, and will be more tully accom- 
pliſned hereafter.“ The fall of Rome,“ 


in the /atter days, © is delineated as of a- Fo 


66 


nother Babylon, and it is declared, that 


ſhe fhall be deſtroyed by fire, and her 


C 2 c deſtruc= * © 


* Vol. III. page 306. 


„ 


1 deſtruction ſhall be a complete and total 
e deſtruction ſuch as hath never yet been 
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the fate of Rome, ſome of the princes 
who were once of her communion ſhall 
hate her as much as they loved her, 
and burn her with fire. —It is further 
intimated, that Rome ſhall be ſwallow- 
ed vp by a ſubterraneous fire, ſhall 

ſink like a great mill ſtone in the ſea, 
and her ſmoke ſhall riſe up for ever and 
for ever, and the ſoil and fituation of 
Rome and the neighbouring countries, 
greatly favour ſuch a ſuppoſition, as 
St. John ſaith, ſhe ſpiritually is called 
Sodom, and ſhe ſhall reſemble Sodom 
in her puniſhment as well as in her 
crimes——after the ſubverſion of the 
capital city the beaſt and the falſe pro- 
phet, the powers civil and eccleſiaſti- 


cal, with thoſe who till adhere to 


their party, ſhall make one effort more, 


but it ſhall prove as weak and vain as 


«6 it 


[EE 


& jt is impious;®”” but let it be temarked; | 
that this total deſtruction of Rome is not; 


according. to prophecy, as I apprehend; 


ſuppoſed to take place *till very near the 
expiration of the 6000th year of the world, | 


when, according to Dr. Newton, one great 


event follows another very rapidly, after 
which quickly comes the expected mille- 
nium. A tradition hath prevailed amongſt 


cc 


> 
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cc 
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the Jews, that the deſtruction of Rome 
and the redemption of Iſrael ſhall fall 
out about the ſame time, | 


«© When theſe great events ſhall come 
to paſs, of which we collect from the 


prophecies, this to be the proper order; 


the proteſtant witneſſes ſhall be greatly 


exalted, and the 1260 years of their 


propheſying in ſackcloth, and the tyran- 
ny of the beaſts ſhall end together, 


the converſion and reſtoration of the 


* Vol. III. page 44. 


040 
& Jews ſucceed, then follows the rum of 
the Othman Empire, and then the total 
&« geęſt ruction of Rome and Anti- chriſt.“ 


4 There are inſtances of prophecies, of 
4 prophecies delivered about 3000 years. 
ago, and yet as we ſee fulfilling in 
„ the world at this very time; and what 
„ ſtronger proofs can we deſire of the 
« divine legation of Moſes ? How theſe 
« inſtances may effect others I know not, 
« hut for myſelf, I muſt acknowledge, 
* they not only convince but: amaze and 
4 afſtoniſh me beyond expreſſ jon. They 
« are truely as Moſes foretold they would 
« be, a fign and a wonder * ever. 


If to the prophecies you add the 
4 miracles ſo ſalutary and beneficial, fo 
publicly wrought, and ſo credibly attes- 
ted above any other matters of fact what- | 


© ever, 


* Vol. III. page 408. 4 Vol. I. page 199. 
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| En 
ever, by thoſe who were eye witneſſes 
of them, and ſealed the truth of their 
teſtimony with their blood; if to theſe 


external confirmations you add likewiſe 


the internal excellence of chriſtianity, 
the goodneſs of the doQrine itſelf; ſo 
moral, ſo perfect, ſo divine, and the 
purity and perfection of its motives 5 
and ſanctions, above any other ſyſtem 
of morality or religion in the world; | 


* if you {ſeriouſly confider and compare 


all theſe things together, it is almoſt 
impoſſible not to feel conviction, and to 
cry out as Thomas did after handling 
our Saviour, My Lord, and my God?! 

This is only one argument out of many, 
that there muſt be a divine revelation, 
if there is any truth in prophecy z and 
there muſt be truth in prophecy, 28 
we have ſhown in ſeveral inſtances, and 


might ſhew in ſeveral more, if there 1s A 
any dependance upon the teſtimony of 
66 others, 


40 
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others, or upon our own ſenſes, upon 


„ what we read in books, or what we ſee 


«c 


ſcripture 


in the world. 


% Men are ſometimes apt to think, 


that if they could but ſee a miracle 


wrought in favour of religion, they would 


readily reſign all their ſcruples, believe 
without doubt, and obey without re- 
ſerve. The very thing you deſire, you 
have, you have the greateſt and moſt 


ſtriking of miracles in the ſeries of 


prophecies accompliſhed; 
accompliſhed, as we ſee, in the preſent 


ſtate of almoſt all nations.; the Africans, 
the Egyptians, the Arabians; the Turks, 


the Jews, the Papiſts, the Proteſtants, 


- Niniveh, Babylon, Tyre, the ſeven 
* churches of Aſia, Jeruſalem, and Rome. 


And this is not a tranſient miracle, cea- 
ſing almoſt as ſoon as performed; but 


is permanent and protracted » through 


„ the 


en 
40 dhe courſe of many generations. It is 
« not a miracle delivered only upon thé 
report of others, but is ſubject to your 
% own inſpection and examination. It is 
„ not à miracle exhibited only before à 
66 certain number of witneſſes, but is open 
* to the obſervation and contemplation of 
« all mankind ; and after ſo many ages, is 
“ ſtill growing, {till improving to future 
« ages. What ſtronger miracle therefore 
% can you require for your conviction ?. or 
«© what will avail, if this be found inef- 
4 fectual? Alas ! if you reject the 'evi- 
« dence of prophecy, neither would you 
« be perſuaded: though one ſhould riſe 
from the dead. What can be plainer? 
„% You ſee, or may ſee, with your o. aa 
« eyes, the ſcripture prophecies accom- 
“ pliſhed: and if the ſcripture prophecies 


* are accompliſhed, the ſcripture muſt be IE 


“the word of God; and if the ſcripture 


« is the word of God, the Chriſtian reli- 3 


D ic; gion 


68 
„ gion muſt be true.“ The book (of 
% prophecy) being of this importance and 
<<. authority, a ſolemn adjuration is added 
« by Chriſt himſelf, that no man preſume 
“to add any thing to it, or take away any 
“thing from it: For I teftify unto every 
*% man that heareth the words of the Pro- 
„ phecy of this book, if am man hall add 
„ unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book: 
« And if any man ſhall take away from the 
* words 'of the book of this prophecy, God 
% ſhall take away bis part out of the book of 
life, and out of tbe holy city, and from the 
« things which are writlen in this book. 
Which ought to be ſeriouſly , conſidered 
« by all vifonaries and erithufrafts on the 
„ one hand, who boaſt their own inventions 
« as divine relations; and by all ſceprics 
“and infidels on the other, who depreciate 
the value and ny of theſe predic- 


46 * tions. 
+ Vol. III. page 442. 


cows . : 
4 ; He wwho refifeth theſe things ſaith; - | : 
| 4, ſurely I come quickly: he not only at- 
„ teſteth them to be true, but will allo 
come ſpeedily. to accompliſh them: 
% which St. John anſwers, and in 2 
% the whole church, Amen: Even ſo: 
_% One, Lord — | © 8 „ 014 


* 1 
J # 
» * 


- * » -# 5 0 


| What my n Engliſh proteſtant 
ſubjects may feel at this awful period; 
when the prophecies are accompliſhing, 1 
know not, nor does it become me to dictate 
to the great or the wiſe, or to enter into 
debates ſo perplexed as politics but, pere 
haps, if they would condeſcend to read 
Dr. Newton on the Prophecies on he latter 
days, they will pauſe at leaſt, and thank 
God that our happy nation led the way to 
reformation in religion; while France, 
though a great and powerful people, bent 
the knee to Baal, and ſuffered the faculties 
Dun. 147 no 
* Vol. III. page 366, 


(=) 

both of mind aud body to bs reſtrained: 
Great Britain was the mother of liberty, 
the nurſe of the virtues of our wiſe and 
bardy forefathers, who burſt the chains 
that fettered their free-born ſouls, and in- 
troduced, after a gloomy night of ſuper- 
ſtition, a glorious day to their poſterity — 
Sacred, for ever ſacred be the truths they 
died to defend !—Rejoice, O inhabitaizts 
of my native land, that the prophecies 
teſpecting the kingdoms that are to fall in 
ſupporting papal tyranny, belong not to 
you who have ſhaken off the yoke —weigh 
not; the balance of power—the ſcales are 
in the hands of Omnipotence, who hath 
ſaid to the proud wave, Thus far, and 
“no further” —let Britain be the kingdom 
of God and his church, without : ſpot, 
worſhipping in primeval purity ; and it 
ſhall be like “ the tree of life guarded by 
„ the ſword of the Almighty” —if, like 
the ſun, you ſtand ſtill, while the jarring 
nations, 


[> 


drains; like: the planetary ſyſtem, -miove 
round you, they dare not approach to hurt 


you Vour rays firſt illumined their dark 


orbs you are the object of their veneras . 


are over, you, who have been the leading 


tion; and when theſe violent-convulſions 


ſtar to the conſtellation that may ariſe, 
will be acknowledged · as the moſt glorious; 
and your friendſhip fought by all. And 
here permit me, without the imputation 
of flattery, which my . ſoul deſpiſes, and 
from which my happy removal from the 
great and the conſpicuous exempts me, added 
to my fondneſs for the lowly! walks of 
privacy, preventing my wiſhing to abans- 
don' the ſweets of friendſhip: and ſincere 
ſociety, for any thing wealth or grandeur 
can | beſtow, for they increaſe a man's' 
« cares, if he is wiſe; if a fool, they are 
« ſure; to increaſe his vices; let me be 
permitted, in ſincerity, whatever may: bs 
the 2 of the kingdom, to excite my ſer 


: | fellows 
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fellow - ſubjects, humble as I am, to ſpeak. 
of our King, and to feel that affection for 
His perſon which a pious, moral man, 
particularly claims; who, amidſt the al- 


lurements of a court, has externally in 


public, as well as virtuouſly in private, 


glorified his God his patronage of ſacred 


muſic ſhews a heart tuned to the praiſes of 
his Maker. Could my wiſh avail, his 
days would be protracted to the laſt thread 
of human life, and not till then be 2 


to join the heavenly choir. 


Every Engliſh heart pays a tribute of 


praiſe to the Queen, but let Solomon ſpeak 
her eulogium: the King hath found a 
4% virtuous woman; her price is far above 
&« rubies; the heart of her huſband doth 
« ſafely truſt in her: favor is deceitful, 
“and beauty is vain ; but a woman that 
6 n the Lord, ſhe ſhall be * 


191 


an 


HB). 

And now, in the dende of the Being 
to whom we are all accountable, ſuffer me 
to intreat my fellow mortals to pity any 
miſapprehenſion of divine truths they may 
diſcern in my ſentiments, and have the 


candour to believe I am at leaſt a Chriſtian | 


without guile, and wiſh only to offer my 


mite from an affection to England, where 


firſt I not only breathed, but had my fa- 
culties enlarged. by inſtruction from the 


pure ſtream of unadulterated Chriſtianity, 


and was taught, almoſt before I could 
comprehend, to reverence the conſtitution 


of England, and the 1 nm on 


the thrones 


Perhaps the divines who it 10 high 


places may not be offended at ibis awful 


period, if a well meaning Chriſtian beſeech- 


I 
ans 


es them to invigorate their poorer brethren, 
(who, like the younger branches of a' 
family, ſeem to require nouriſhment and 
0 | countenance 


(24 ) 

countenance from the elder) by a more than 
common aſſiduity to guard the proteſtau 
church, and not let the vigilant prieſts of 
Rome, by their gaudy attractions, ſhame 
the followers of the humble Jeſus. 


I beg to be underſtood when, as a pro- 
igliant, I wiſh our clergy to be the wateh- 
ful guardians of the reformed church; 1 
mean, as a Chriſtian, to ſpeak and to feel 
that reſpe& for the good laity, and the 
unaſſuming leaders of the Romiſh church, 

their merits deſerve ; many, indeed, are 

ornaments, in their way, to their profeſſion 5 
and ſome that I have the happineſs to be 
particularly known to, are not only amia- 
bly devout, but ſo pleaſing in their fami- 
lies, ſo charitable and benign in their de- 
portment to their inferiors, that I have 
thought, when J have been on ſome viſits, 
that delicacy forbids me. to name, 1 


could abide with you always. '—Surely, 
then, 


( 235.) 
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in that ſtate, of exiſtence, where REO 
as well as de ſhell ceaſe. in 
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At is ene ee ee buman 
politics ſeem to unite with religious truths, 
reſpecting events taking place as forętoldʒ 
for an intelligent per ſon, accidentally met 
with, informed me he had ſome time paſk 


ſeen a manuſcript, the copy of a letter 
from Marſhal Saxe, to the Empreſs. of 
Ruſſia, pointing out as a prediction, the ger 
tainty of her ruining the Ottoman \Pawer, 
if politically ſhe purſued, ſuch, and. . fuck 
methods, till ſhe gained poſſeſſion, of Qeza» - 
kow ; this letter he ſaid, it is ſuppoſed, 

encouraged the attempt, and has hitherto 
ſucceeded, and in all human probability 
will be completed to the deſtruction ofthe 


Mahometan Power, and paving the wax 


WD as es for 
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for the Jews to ſettle in their own land, 
in the latter days, when they ſhall be cal- : 
led in. The perſon who ſaw this paper, 
was and is a ſtranger to me even in name, 
conſequently his veracity I cannot aſcer- 
tain, but he appeared a modeſt, ſenſible 
man, and aſſured me there was not any 
pecuniary offer I could make, that could 
obtain me the peruſal of that paper, 
though he knew the perſon who poſſeſſed 
it. " t Ly £734 


The power of Ruſſia is growing 
« daily; and it is a current tradition 
„ among the common people in Turkey, 
«-that their empire ſhall one time or 
other be deſtroyed by the Ruſſians.* 


| 4 About the time of the fall of the 
„ Othman Empire, and of the Chriſtian 
« Anti- chriſt, the Jews ſhall turn to 
| "WY e the 


* Newton, Vol, II. page 205. 


1 ( 27 ) ; | 
„che Lord, and be reſtored. unte their 
« own land,* | | 


. Sobriety and modeſty are required in 
the interpretation of all prophecies, and 
<< eſpecially in the explication of things 
yet future. Only thus much it may 
19 & be proper to premiſe, that having ſeen. 
© ſo many of the prophecies fulfilled, you, 
% have the leſs reaſon to doubt of the 
& completion of thoſe which are to fol- 
46 low. 


« At this preſent time we. are living | 
under the Arth trumpet, and the ſecond _* 
woe, the Othman Empire is. ſtill ſub- | 
e ſifting, the beaſt is till reigning, and 
6© there are proteſtant witneſſes ſtill pro- 
„ pheſying in ſackcloth ; and this fixth 
© trumpet and ſecond uoe, muſt end be- 
fore the ſeventh irumpet can ſound or the 

E 2 third 


| * Vol, III. page 40s. 
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4 ird woe be poured out, which is 
% to fall upon the kingdom of the beaſt. 
« But before the end of the ſecond oe, 
it ſhould ſeem that the papiſts will 
“ make a great and ſucceſsful effort againſt 
4 the proteſtant religion. When the 
« witneſſes all have nearly finiſhed their 
e ;eftimony, that is, towards the concluſion 
«of their 1260 years, the beaſt ſhall make 
«war avainſt them, and ſhall overcome 
et hem. They ſhall lie oppreſſed, and 
% dead as it were, to the great joy and 
% triumph of their enemies; but they 
& fhall viſe again after three years and a 
60 half, and the proteſtant religion ſhall 
i become more glorious than ever, with 
A conſiderable diminution of the papal 
0 authority. According to the method 
| & 2nd order wherein St. -John hath ar- 
«ranged theſe events, they muſt hap- 
„ pen before the end of the ſecond 1vor, 
„% or the fall of the Othman Empire; 
„Ezekiel 


8 (600 


Ezekiel and Daniel have given its: 


«6 


intimations that the Othman 


Empire 


ſhall be overthrown, in oppoſing. the 
lettlement of Iſrael in their own land; 


in the latter days. In the concluſion of 


intimations, that the religion 


the book of Daniel, there are alſo ſome 


of Mo- 


hammed ſhall prevail in the Eaſt, for 


as long a period of time as the tyran- 


ny of the little horn in the Weſt — 5 
very remarkable too it is, that Mo- 


hammed firſt contrived his impoſture in 
* the year 606, the very ſame year where- 


in the tyrant Phocas made a grant of 
the ſupremacy. to the Pope; and this 


might incline one to think, that the 


260 years of the reign of Anti-chriſt, 
are to be dated from this time. But 
though they might riſe together, yet 
they were not fully eſtabliſhed together. 
6 The authority of Mohammed might 

$6 be fully eſtabliſhed in the ſeventh cen- 
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tory, but that of the Pope; was not 


ſo, till the eighth century, and there- 
fore, as the one was eſtabliſhed ſome- 


what ſooner, ſo it may alſo be ſub- 
verted ſomewhat ſooner than the other. 


The Pope, indeed, was eſtabliſhed u- 
preme in ſpirituals, in the ſeventh cen- 


tury, but he became not a temporal 


Born or beaſt, till the eighth century.“ 


Here we cannot but obſerve, that 


66 
66 
66 
66 
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66 


the very ſame period of time is prefix- 


ed for its continuance, both by Daniel 
and St. John, Wonderful is the con- 


ſent and harmony between theſe in- 
ſpired writers, as in other circumſtances 
of the prophecy, ſo particularly in this. 7 


« To fix the time exactly when theſe 
1260 years begin, and conſequently 


when they will end, is a matter of 


++ ſome 


Vol. III. page 400. Nen. 


40 


„ 
ſome niceneſs and difficulty; and per- 


% haps we muſt ſee their concluſion, 


oc 
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rea 
66 
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before we can preciſely aſcertain their 
beginning.“ 


« What appears to me moſt probable, 
is, that it is to be dated from the 
year 727, when (as Sigonius fays) 
Rome and the Roman dukedom came from 
the Greeks, to the Roman pontiff, Hereby 


he became in ſome meaſure a horn, or 


temporal prince, though his power was 
not fully eſtabliſhed till ſome years 
afterwards : and before he was a born 
at all, he could not anſwer the cha- 
rater of the little horn. If then the 
beginning of the 1260 years of the 
reign of Anti-chriſt, 1s to be dated from 
the year 727, their end will fall near 


the year 2000 after Chriſt; and at the 
end of the 6000th year of the world, 


3 


„ accot= 
\ 


Vol. III. page 396. 


(37) 
4 according to à very early tradition of 
% the Jews and Chriſtians, and even of 
Heathens, great changes and revolu- 
* tions, are expected both in the natural 
& and in the moral world, and there 7e 
„ maineth, according: to the words of St. 
« Paul, a ſabbaliſin, or holy reſt to the 

% people of God. 2 


All writers I believe agree, that 1260 | 
years is about the limited period of the 
reign of Anti-chriſt, but ſome ſuppoſe the 
commencement to have taken place from 
606, when the Pope received the title of 

univerſal and ſupreme biſhop. 


Mention having been made of the 
number of the beaſt, or the number of hrs 
< name, (for they are both the ſame) 
4 the prophet proceeds to inform us what 
that number is, leavibg us from the 


number 


Vol. II. page 399. 


| A 505 
ebener to collect the name; bert it 
1 wifdom.* Let him thit Bs 
ig count the number of the Beg. It 
is not therefore a vain and . 
«attempt, to ſearch into this myſtery, 
„ but on the contrary, is is recommend 
* d to us, . the authority of an 
« apoſtle.” For 5 it 1s the number of a mn; 
« it is a method of numberiag practiſed 
among men; 4 the meaſure of "man 
4 is ſuch a meaſure as men commonly 
4 make uſe of in meaſuring: It was a 
4 method practiſed among the ancients,” 
« to denote names by numbers; as the 
nate of Thouth, or the Egyptian Mer- 

„ eary, was fignified by the number 
4/4310 3 1686 ua of ef N 
« or the beginning of things, by the 


number 7173 and the name of che 
„ Sun as Nus, or Vus, the author of 
4 rain, by the number 608 ; St. Kee 
* 2 the companion of St. Paul, in 

7 n, his 


69 

“his epiſtle, diſcovers in like manner, 
46 the name of Jeſus cruciſied, in the 

4 0 umber.31 8; and other inſtances might 
be produced, if there was occaſion {— 
it hath, been the uſual method in all 
« God's diſpenſations, for the holy ſpirit 
6 to. accommodate his ex preſſions to the 
« cuſtoms, faſhions, and. manners of the 
+ ſeveral ages. Since then, this art and 
«« myſtery of numbers, was ſo much 
<- uſed... among. the ancients, it is leſs 
« wonderful. that the beaft, alſo, ſhould 
« have his number; and bis number ir, 
+ fix hundred and fixty-fex. Here only the 
a number is ſpecified, and from the num- 


ber we muſt, as well as we can, col- 
lech the name. ſeveral names, poſſibly 
s might be cited, which contain this 
number; but it is evident that it muſt 
be ſome Greek or Hebrew name, and 
. the name, alſo, the other qualities 
and Properties o of the beaſt, muſt all agree. 
. 


* 


* 
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cc The name alone will not conflitute an 


1 agreement, all other particulars muſt 
te be perfectly applicable, and the name 


. almoſt muſt comprehend the preciſe | 


* number of 666. No name appears more 
66 Proper and ſuitable, than that famous 
ce. one, mentioned by Irenus, who lived 
4 not long after St. John's S time, and 
« was the diſciple of Polycarp, the dis- 
6 ciple of John. He faith, tlat, the 
% name Lateinos contains the number 
« 666, and it is very likely, becauſe the 
« laſt kingdom is ſo called, for they are 
„ Latins who now reign ; but in this 
> we will not glory, that is as it be- 


« comes a modeſt and pious man, in 


yy point of ſuch difficulty ; ; he will not 
ce be too confident of his. explication,— 
40 Lateinos, with ei, is the true ortho- 
6 graphy, as the Greeks | wrote the long 
4 1 of the Latins, and as the Latins 
CY theinſelves wrote in former times.— 
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No objection, therefore, can be drawn 
from the ſpelling of the name, and the. 
thing agrees to admiration, For after 
the diviſion of the empire, the Greeks 
and other Orientaliſts, called the peo- 
ple of the weſtern church, or church 
of Rome, Latins; and, as Dr. Henry 
Moore expreſſeth it, they latinize in 
every thing; maſs, prayers, hymns, li- 
tanies, canons, decretals, bulls are con- 
ceived in Latin. The papal council, 


* ſpeak Latin, women themſelves pray in 
Latin, nor is the ſeripture read in any 


other language under popery, than Latin. 
Wherefore the council of Trent com- 


manded the vulgar Latin to be the only 


authentic verſion. Nor do their doctors 
doubt to perfer it to the Hebrew and. 
Greek text itſelf, which was written 
by the Prophets and Apoſtles. In ſhort, 
all things are Latin; the Pope having 
* communicated his language t to the peo. 


« ple 


190 ; 
« ple under his domitiom, as the» mak 
<« and character of his empire; they them 
4 ſelves, indeed, chuſe rather to be cal 


9 Romans, and more abfurdly ſally. 


« Roman Catholics; and probably the 
« Apoſtle, as he hath made uſe of ſome - 
„Hebrew names. in this book, as Abad- 
« den and Armageddon, ſo might in 
« this places allude to the name in the 
Hebrew language. Now: Romuth is 


« the Hebrew name for the Roman beaſt, 
6 


6 


or Roman kingdom; and this word, as 


«© well as the former word, Lateinos, 
contains the juſt and exact number of 


« 666. Itis-really ſurprizing, that there 
% ſhould be ſuch a fatal coincidence in 
% both names, in both languages. Mr. 
* Pyle aſſerts, and 1 believe he may aſſert 
very truly, that no other word- in ay 
* language whatever, can be found to er“ 


e beth- the ſame number and h? 


« ſame 


«© {ame thing. „ Dr. Newton, did Wer 


(3) 


live to ſee this day, when ſome perſons 
have remarked, that the name of Ludo- 


vicus, the late King of France, is expreſſed 


by the following numbers. 
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* If . calculation Made ſpitting the 
duration of this globe, be in its preſent 
Kate thought worthy of the attention of 

| the 


«© * * 
_ 


TT EEE” 


Newton, Vol. III. page 


1 
the learned two thouſand years before 
the law two thouſand years under the 
hw—and two thouſand years from the 
birth of Chriſt, ſeems to be the fixed 
period when its diſſolution, or reſtitution, | 
and the millenium, or firſt reſurrection ſhall 
take place, according to the prophecies, this 
awful change is rapidly advancing. It is 


curious to remark, that the duration f 


the world, as above, was the tradition 
of the houſe of Elias, who lived 200 years, 
or thereabout, before Chriſt, "and the 
tradition might, perhaps, be derived from 
Elias, the doctrine of the | millenium 
< was generally believed in the three firſt 
„ and pureſt ages; and this belief, as 
the learned Dodwell hath juſtly ob- 
* ſerved, was one principal cauſe of the 
«© fortitude of the primitive Chriſtians; 
they even coveted martyrdom, in hopes 
«of being partakers of the privileges and. 
& glories of the martyrs in the firit reſur · 
erection 


19 
the fortitude of theſe martyrs, Newton 
informs us, that, William Sawtre, patiſh 
1 prieſt of St. Oſitb, in London, had 
the honour of being the firſt who was 
_ <* burnt for hereſy in England, which 
«© was done in the reign of Henry the 
fourth, at the beginning of this cen- 
% tury. A few years afterwards, Thomas 
% Badby was convicted of hereſy, and 
ordered alſo to be burnt, in Smithfield. 
% Henry Prince of Wales, was preſent 
+ at his execution; and the poor man 
«+ ſhewing very ſenſible ſigns of the tor- 
e ment he endured, the Prince out of 
66 compaſſion, commanded the fire to be 
removed, and promiſed him pardon, and 


n penſion for life, provided he would 
* retract his errors. But Badby being 
“ come to himſelf, reſolutely rejected this 
offer; he choſe rather to die with a 
is 1x7 of good, 

_ Vol. III. page 341. 

| . 


1 
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good, than live with an evil conſcience; 
and ſo the fire was kindled again, and 
« he was conſumed to aſhes. In the next 


„ Cobham, was proſecuted for being the 
4 principal patron and abettor of the 
4 Lollards. Being examined before the 
« Archbiſhop of Canterbury, he declared 
66 againſt tranſubſtantiation, penances, the 


« worſhipping of the croſs, the power of 


« the keys; and aflerted, that the Pope 
% was Anti-chriſt, and the head of that 
« body, the Biſhops were the members, 
and the Friars the hinder parts of the 
anti- chriſtian ſociety. ' He was therefore 


2 
* 


„ reign, Sir John Oldcaſtle, Baron of 


% pronounced a heretic convict, and de- 


4 livered over to the ſecular power; 


| «6 but before the day fixed for his exe- 


© cution, he eſcaped” out of priſon; and 


being charged, by his enemies, with 


, endeavouring to make an inſurrection, 
he was out-lawed for high treaſon ; 


9 « and 


„ 


4 | 
% and being taken afterwards, he was 
„ hanged as a traitor, and burnt hang- 
e ing as a heretic, being the firſt noble- 
++ man, in England, who ſuffered death 


<<, for the cauſe of religion. It was a 
great blot and ſtain of Henry the Vth's 
4 reign and character, that while he was 
% carrying the glory of the Engliſn arms 
% abroad, he was {till perſecuting the poor 
Lollards at home. But notwithſtanding 
+ theſe; perſecutions, and the ſevereſt laws 
% and proclamations againſt them, their 
$ numbers ſtill increaſed, and not only 
ee among the people, but even in par- 
% liament, not only in England, but even 
.* in foreign countries, and eſpecially in 
% Bohemia: for there John Huſs and 
Jerome of Prague having received Wick- 
14 liff's | books, advanced and propagated 
the mg doctrines, for which they were 
5 both condemned to the flames, and 
1 * ſuffered death with the moſt heroic 
a &« forti- 


(143) 3 OR 
cc Setter“ It. was: a moſt FR 4 h 
t tence, contrary. do all faith, and tlle 
<4. ſolemn engagements of a” ſafe conduct, 
. and drew after it the moſt fatal con- 
66. ſequences for out of their aſhes, a 
civil war was kindled, the Bohemians 
revolted againſt the Emperor, and main-" 
e tained, and defended their opinion by 
arms as well as by arguments.“ 5 


*r One inſtance is more particularly 
« worthy of our attention, Jeronimo Sa- 
6 vonarola, was a Dominician, celebrated 
“ in all Italy, and eſpecially in Florence, 
{+ for. the great purity and ſtrictneſs of 
his life and doctrine. He preached freely 
“ againſt the vices of the age, the luxury, 
6c avarice, and debauchery of the Roman 
clergy in general, and the tyranny and 
<« wickedneſs, in particular of Pope Alex-' 

14 ander * and his ſon, Cæſar Borgia. | 
G 2 «In wer; 


* Vol. III. page 187. 
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Ju his diſcourſes, ſermons, and writings, 
* he prefſed the neceſſity. of holding a 
« general council, and of making a ge- 
« neral reformation ; and he wrote par- 
44 ticularly a treatiſe, intitled, The lamen- 
* tation of the fpouſe of Chriſt, againſt 
| & falſe Apoſtles; or, an exhortation 10 the 
« faithful, that they would pray unto the 
& Lord for the renovation of the Church. 
„ But what was the fruit, and con- 
„ ſequetice- of all his pious zeal? @ He 
« was excommunicated, he was impri- 
% foned, he was tortured, he was burnt ; 
„ which he ſuffered with all poſſible con- 
* ſtancy, on the 25d of May, 1498, and 
« in the forty-ſixth year of his age.“ 


„ But who can make any computation, 
„ or even frame any conception of the 
numbers of pious chriſtians, who have 
fallen a ſacrifice to the bigotry and 


66 cruelty 


Vol. III. page 194. 


_ "oe 
« cruelty of Rome? — Mede, upon 
e the place, hath obſerved, from good | 
“ authority, that in the war with the 
Albigenſes and Waldenſes, there periſn- 
„ed of theſe poor creatures, in France 
«© alone, a million. From the firſt inſti- 


cc 


tution of the Jeſuits to the year 1480, 


5 that is little more than thirty years, 


% were flain. In the Netherlands alone, 
„the Duke of Alva, boaſted, that within 
% a few years, he had diſpatched: to the 
„ amount of 7h:rty-fix thouſand fouls, and 
thoſe all by the hand of the common ex- 
« ecutioner. In the ſpace of ſcarce thirty 
« years, the inquiſition deſtroyed, by va- 
„ rious kinds of tortures, a hundred as 
6 if thouland chriſtians, 


* 


„Pope Martin V. in his bull ſet out 
6 after the council of Conſtance, com- 


66 © mands, 


*. vol. II. page 299. 


* 


nine hundred thouſand orthodox chriſtians 


7 * 
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mands, that they permit not the heretics 


“ to have houſes in their diſtricts, or 
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enter into contracts, or carry on com- 
merce, or enjoy the comforts of huma - 


nity with chriſtians. In this reſpe&, 


as Mede obſerves, the falſe prophet 
ſpake as the dragon; for the dragon, 
Diocletian, publiſhed a like edict, that no 


one ſhould ſell, or adminiſter any thing 
to the chriſtians, unleſs they had firſt 
burnt incenſe to the gods, as Bede 


alſo! rehearſeth, in the hymn of Juſtin 
Martyr; they had not the power of 
buying or ſelling any thing, nor were 


they allowed the liberty of drawing 


water itſelf, before they had offered 
incenſe to deteſtable idols. Popiſh ex- 


communications are therefore like hea- 


then perſecutions, and how large a 


hare the corrupted clergy, and eſpe- 
cially the Monks of the former, and the 


66 
5 
0 


Jeſuits of the later times, have had 
* 


(C197 )) 
ct in framiug and inforeing ſuch vrbel 
6 — and in reducing all orders 
% and degrees to ſo ſetvile a | Nate of 
„ fſubjection, no man of the leaſt real 
ing, can want to be informed“. “ 


SY 


Dr. Newton adds, in eonfirmation ef the 
.ufurped power of Rome, $6 Have the . A. 
<< biſhops of Rome extended their 'autho- 

* rity and juriſdiction over ſeveral coun- 
4 tries and nations? Have they uſurped 

« a ſupremacy over all other biſhops? 

% Have they partly by menaces, and partly 

14 by flatteries, obtained an entire aſcen- 

5 dency over chriſtian princes, ſo as to 
have them zealous members of their | 
communion, blindly devoted to their * 
* intereſt, and ready upon all oceaſions 
* to fight their battles? It is nothing 
* more than what Was reed 185 1 
N ad | N . 
by a We ; 
„Vol. III. page 1 Vol. III. page 374. 
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We have ſeen the prophecies remark- 
4 ably fulfilled in their ſucceſs, and we 
„ ſhall ſee them as remarkably fulfilled too 
„ jn their deſtruction. The power of the 
& Pope, is nothing near ſo great now, as 


* it was ſome ages ago: it received its 
& death wound at the reformation, of 
* which it might languiſh for a time, 
but will never entirely recover, though 
& its laſt ſtruggles and efforts, like thoſe 
© of a dying monſter, may be terrible, 


* 


“ and dangerous.“ 


Newton obſerves, in further confirma- 
tion of the prophecies, the Jews though 
«© they be ſo diſperſed, yet they ſhould 
not be totally deſtroyed, but ſtill ſub- 
« fiſt as a diſtin& people, as Moſes had 
before foretold. And yet for all that, 
 *© wwhen they be in the land of their enemies, 
& I will not caſt them away, neither will I 

| 6c abhor 
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ubhor them, to defiroy them and; arid 
to break my covenant with them. The 


* Jewiſh nation, like the buſh of Moſes, 
| hath been always burning, but is never 
conſumed. And what a marvellous 


thing it is, that after ſo many wars, 


battles, and ſieges, after ſo many fires, 


famines, and peſtilences, after ſo thany 
rebellions, maſſacres, and perſecutions, 


after ſo many years of captivity ſlavery, 


and miſery, they are not aeftroyed utterly ; 
and though ſcattered among all people, 
yet ſubſiſt as a diſtin people by them- 
ſelves! Where is any thing comparable 
to this to be found in all the hiſtories, 
and in all the nations under the ſun * 


And how remarkable 1s the prediction, 


that They ſhould ſerve other gods, wood 
and ſone: and again; They ſhould ſerve 
other gods, which neither they nor their 


8 ſatbers had known, even wood and long. 
H 3 « And 


Val. I, Page 191 


/ 


191 
& And is it not too common for the Jews, 
* in papiſh countries, to comply with the 
“ jdolatrous worſhip of the church of 


„Rome, and to bow down to ſtocks and 
& ſtones, rather than their effects ſhould 


be ſeized and confiſcated ? Here, again, 
* we muſt cite the author who hath moſt 
- 4 ſtudied, and hath beſt written, their 
* modern hiſtory, and whom we have 
% had occaſion to quote ſevgral times : 
The Spaniſh and Portugal inquiſitions, 
4 ſaith he, reduce them to the dilemma 
« of being either hypocrites, or burnt. 
© The number of theſe diflemblers is 
„ very conſiderable ; and it ought not to 
e be concluded that there are no Jews in 
« Spain or Portugal, becauſe they are not 
„ known; they are ſo much the more 
dangerous, for not only being very nu- 


„ merous, but confounded with the eccle- 


* fiaſtics, and entering into all eceleſiaſti- 
« cat dignities.“ In another place, he 
« faith 
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* faith, © The moſt ſurpriſing thing is, 
that this religion ſpreads, from genera- 


tion to generation, and ſtill ſubſiſts in 


the perſons of diſſemblers in a remote 


poſterity, In vain the great lords of 
Spain make alliances, change their names, 
and take ancient eſcutcheons, they are flill 
knawn to be of Fewiſh race, and Fews 
themſelves. The convents of monks and 
nuns are full of them. Moſt of the canons, 
inguifitors, and biſhops, proceed from this 
nation. This is 'enough to make. the 
people and clergy of this country trem- 
ble, fince ſuch ſort of churchmen can. 
only profane the ſacraments, and want 
intention in conſecrating the hoſt they 
adore.* In the mean time, Orobio, 
who relates the fact, knew theſe diſſem- 
blers. He was one of them himſelf, 


and bent the knee before the ſacrament. 


Moreover, he brings proofs of his aſſer · 


tion, in maintaining, that there are in 


1 2 „the 


( 88 ) 

the ſynagogue of Amſterdam, brothers 
and ſiſters, aud near relations to good' 
families of ; Spain and Portugal ; and 
even Franſciſcan monks, Dominicians, 
* and Jeſuits, who come to do penance, 
and make amends for the crime they 
have committed in diflembling.”* _ 


Dr. Newton continues: You have 
“ heard of the two greateſt men whom 
& this country, or perhaps the world ever 
produced, the Lord Bacon, and Sir 
* Iſaac Newton; the one wiſhing for a 
« 


N 


* 


hiſtory of the ſeveral prophecies of ſcrip- 


© ture compared with the events, the 
(4 


* 


other writing obſervations upon the pro- 


* 


phecies of Danjel and the Apocalyps of 
St. John; and the teſtimony of two 
* ſuch (not to mention others) is enough 


0 


$ 


to weigh down the authority of all the 


* 


L 


infidels who ever lived. There is nothing 
6 1nconſiſtent 


Vol. I. page 196. 


CY - 
© inconſiſtent in ſcience and religion, bur 
« a. preat philoſopher . may be a good 
& Chriſtian. ' True philoſophy is indeed 
the handmaid to true religion; and the 
„ knowledge of the works of nature will 
„ lead one to the knowledge of the God 
&© of nature. The invjfible things of tim 
% being clearly feen by the things which are 
&* made ; even his eternal power and godhead. 
They are only minute philoſophers who 
_ * are ſceptics and unbelievers. Smatter- 


ers in ſcience, they are but ſmatterers 
+ in religion. Whereas, the , moſt emis 
„nent philoſophers, thoſe who have done 
* honour to the nation, done honour to 
& human nature itielf, have alſo been 
& believers, and defenders of revelation ; 
“have ſtudied ſcripture as well as nature, 
& have followed God in his word as well 
Das in his works, and have even made 
comments on ſeveral parts of holy writ: 
So juſt and true is the obſervation of 
4 the 
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the Lord Bacon, one of the illuſtrious 
perſons here intended. A little phi- 
loſophy inclineth man's mind to atheiſm, 
but depth in philoſophy bringeth men's 


* minds about to religion.“* 


T 


% You ſee what ſtanding monuments 
the Jews are every where of divine 
vengeance for their infidelity ; and be- 
ware, therefore, of the like crime, 
leſt the like puniſhment ſhould follow 
for if God ſpared not the natural 
branches, take heed leſt he alſo ſpare not 
thee. Our infidelity would be worſe 
even than that of the Jews, for they 
receive and own the prophecies, but do' 
not ſee and acknowledge their comple- 
tion in Jeſus; whereas, our modern 
infidels reje&t both the prophecy and 
completion together—But what ſtrange 


diſingenuity muſt it be, when there is 


« all 


* Val. II. page 20, 


15) | 
5 all the evidence that hiſtory can afford 
« for the prophecy, and, in many caſes, 
< even occular demonſtration for the com> 
5 pletion, to be ſtill obſtinate and unby: | 


e lieving,” 


If prophecies in what we call ſacred 
writ be treated as fables, then the ſcripture 
is not true, and the fabric of Chriſtianity 
falls with it, and our earth becomes again 
a chaos—a miſerable void, without a rock 
for the weary ſoul to reſt on more cheer- 
leſs than the benighted traveller, who 
ſtands Rill till the dawn of day—but to 
the benighted ſoul no glimpſe of eternal 
morning—a fathomleſs abyſs before him. 
After the fatigues of a dreary day, a hard | 
taſk-maſter may call him to an account: for 
where is the human being that, by the lot 
of nature, toils not either with the head 
or hands, or 1s by depravity, through idle- 
neſs, a ſlave to paſſions, the worſt of all 

maſters ?— 


(556) 
maſters ?—if ſuch be the ſtate of human 
nature, how cruel muſt be the Author 
who opens no comfort to ſupport the lan- 
guid in their jourtiey, or emanation of di- 
vine favour to enable them to meet his 
awful preſence at the moment of death; 
that moment to the Chriſtian is the day of 
reſurrection; and the benign influence of 
a Saviour; who felt as a man, ſoftens the 
awful preſence of the Deity.—Delightful 
idea to the trembling ſoul, on the verge of 
eternity, to be received by the meek and 
merciful Jeſus, as perfect through his me- 
rits, and-conveyed to the realms of bliſs ! 
But on a ſubject beyond comprehenſion let 
us be ſilent; for if we feel aſtoniſhed at 
the relation aſtronomers give us of the 
ſurpriſing blaze of day the planet Mercury 
enjoys, the ſun's light being ſuppoſed 
almoſt ſeven times as great as at our earth, 
How inadequate muſt be our higheſt 


conception 


ty» 


conception of the glories of 1 fi 7 
3 | by 


The bleflings ariſing to the world from 
2 a diſpay of God's s goodneſs on the prophe- 
_ cies, induced the learned Newton to be ſo 
copious on the ſubjet—to render dear and 
ſacred the purity of its doctrines, and to 
keep the proteſtant world on its con- 
tinual guar? againſt the invaſions: of po- 


England, happy in a conſtitution formed | 
| by our venerable anceſtors, when they 
burſt the chains of papal tyranny, and 
governed by a king deſcended from prede- 
ceſſors whom we revere, whoſe example 
of piety has endeared him to all ranks and 
deſcriptions of people, hath only to la- 
ment thoſe abuſes vice and luxury cannot 
fail to introduce into the beſt formed hu- 
man conſtitution, after a ſeries of years, 

bp when 


( 38 ) 


when the modes of life, and the manners 


of men change —a reform, therefore, of 
thoſe abuſes, when they arrive to any 
| height, ſeems as natural as to repair a 
decaying habitation, and can only ſtrength» 
en the body politic, without injuring; the 


But here I ſtop, the ſubje& of politics 
being too perplexed for me, ef a danger- 
ous ſea, upon which I dare not -truſt my 
little bark—The ſacred truth of prophecies 
were firſt before me, I feel the conviction 
of their accompliſhment ; and though not 
an adequate judge, I hope my well-meant 
endeayours to lead the reader to inſpiration 
| in ſacred writ, or the Diſſertations on the 
Prophecies, by Dr. Newton, will amply 
recompence them for any miſconſtructions 
of mine. Vet, though not a politician, 
as a friend to ſociety, I cannot avoid feel · 
ing the bleſſing of the free communication 

=o 
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of minds, through the advantage of ms 
preſs— but as I mean not to flatter foi 
what poſſeſs we that we have not received? 
I will not boaſt beyond bounds even ef 4 


luminary (for the highly gifted are burn 


the more accountable, and, like all others, 
to be judged from what they dz, not What 
they Inet) ſo 1 will ſpeak humbly of 
Mr. Erſkine, «whoſe brilliant ideas, united 
with the integrity of his heart, has put it 
out of the power of much abler peus tRan 
mine to ſay any thing more than has beef 
| faid by him on the ſubject of the 658. 
that guard that ſacred guard to the pure 
untainted doctrine of Chriſtianity b 
which the poor and the humble may ad. 
. dreſs the rich, the gaudy, and the powers 
ful unbeliever, and briug him to acktows - 
lege, that he almoſt wiſhes to be 2 
« Chriſtian.” —The true patriot, in ob- 

ſcurity, who dare not, ſuch is the etiquette 
of . knock at the great man's don 


3 — may, a 


e 
may, by means of the preſs, diffuſe his 
philanthropic ſentiments, and tranſmit the 
ſacred records and charter of liberty to 
future generations, who might, ſuch is 
the fate of kingdoms as well as families, 
ſink into wretchedneſs, after a ſeries of 
years, if the ſpeculative mind was not 
encouraged to open the book of truth and 
nature to the eyes of the mentally blind 

but if the mind is checked in its progreſs | 
in its purſuit of truths beneficial to ſociety, 
whether religious or civil, by fears and 


apprehenſions of the reception the commu- 
nication | may meet with by the higher 
powers, nothing good or manly can be 
produced in ſuch an age—even a Newton 
might have been jn danger, under' ſuch 
reſtrictions, from explaining the page of 
eternal life mental ſervitude and depravity 


muſt be the: conſequence, and the minds 
of the highly gifted brought into the bond- 
age of the dull, or be ſcourged as a bright 
boy 


1 
# * 
— 


G 
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boy is at ſchool by a blundering pedagogue, 5 
for having ſuperior parts, which he calls 
eccentric.—But here I have been led to ſay 
more than 1 intended on this ſubject, after 

Mr. Erſkine's eloquence and judgement in' 
the cauſe, who has pointed out the law as 
a proper corrector for the licentious and 
indecent— May every heart that belongs to 
the aſſociation for the freedom of the preſs, 
glow with patriotic zeal for his king, the 
conſtitution of his country, and the liber- 


ty of the 55 


Some common- place pamphlets, addrefled 
to John Bull, &c. has' really aſtoniſhed: 
me; ſuppoſi ing it impoſſible that perſons: 
in power, of education and talents, ſhould 
really be ſerious in imagining, that even 
the commonality of England could con- 
ceive ſo Don Quixote an idea, as levelling 


all ranks.—1I have never met with any wh 
labour for their food (and I take pleaſure” 
in 


6629). 
in tracing. human feelings in every garb) 
who wiſh for more than the enjoyment of 
the gifts of Providence, beſtowed with a 
liberal hand, as the fruit of their labour 
perhaps the iudolent attendants on the 
great, who ſaunter out the meridian of 


their lives in luxury and parade, for the 
gratification of vanity, may ſecretly wiſh 

to be tranſplanted into the ſeats of their 
lords; but the wiſe and the good, in the 
happy mediocrity of life, contemplate the 
harmony and order eſtabliſhed by Provi- 
dence, not only on our earth, but through 
the uyiverſe—and the loweſt degree of iu- 
formation ſhews them, from the arrange 
ment of the celeſtial bodies, that though 
t one ſtar differeth from another in glory,” 
yet all muſt be poſſeſſed of as full emaiia»- 
tion of the divine favour as they are capa - 
ble of enjoying. To carry our thoughts 
ſtill higher, we are told of angels and arch · 
angels, yet all, no doubt, are equally ſa -. 
| tisfied 


tivation the inferior parts would move with 


"C8000 * 

tisfied with their amplitude of bliſ:— but 
this acquieſcence and delight, ariſing from 
the equality of happineſs in angelic na- 
| tures, ſuppoſes a degree of perfection man 
has not attained to. The. different rauks 

in life would be truly harmonious, and as | 
beautiful as the moſt complete fabric, were 
nature to be their guide; did the heads 
conſider the limbs to be made for their uſe, 
and not abuſe—were the heads calm and 
con ſiderate, reflecting, that from their cul- 


order and decorum—the beauty of the 
ſtructure would be complete—the people 
would lock up with admiration, as the 
Perſians did to the Sun, and the benigu 
influence of example would warm them 
into virtue. But when the order of nature 

is reverſed, and evil is called good, and 
good evil when the charms of the crea» 
tion paſs unnoticed, and the highly fa - 
vonred with ſublunary bleſſings forget the 


many 
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many talents committed to their care for 
the benefit of ſociety ; when they waſte 
their days in the dull purſuit of luxuries, 
in great. cities, and leave their beautiful 
habitations in the country deſerted, which 
the neglected villagers might ſurround, and 
make gay by agriculture; old faſhion, 
hoſpitality, thrown aſide, and matrons and 
wives give place to painted courtezans from 
abroad, or their humble imitators at home ; 
can the honeſt Briton wiſh leſs than to ſee 
theſe diſgraceful ſons of their fore-fathers 
dividing their eſtate with the younger 
branches of their family, it is to be hoped 
more worthy, that they may have the leſs 
power to influence by example—The bane- 
ful effect of ſuch a conduct pervades all . 
ranks——decency flies when the rage of 
imitation takes place—young women of 
virtue look with envy on the allurements 


and dreſs of kept women—they figh in 
private, to think, that the day is paſt, 
when 


when beauty, in its native ſimplicity, 
charms no more, and in order to be con- 


ſpicuous, run into ſuch extravagances of 
dreſs and manners, that levels all ranks; 

and I may add, faſhion levels all ages.— 
Such arts deform the creature God has 
made beautiful—we depart too much from 
nature, to be lovely either in perſon or 
mind—it is a contradiction to ſay, any 
thing is lovely that is not good—to a 
man of true taſte, there is no enchant- 
ment in beauty, where an exalted ſoul 


does not animate the * and illumine 
the features. 


When we ſee old women tottering 
on the brink of eternity, with hair file 
vered over by time, which demand BY 
ſpect, dreſſed with all the luxuriancy of 
a depraved taſte—when we ſee the in- 
nocent bloom of fifteen, and the modeſt. 
cheerful eye and air of; innovence, giving 
| W place 


< | 66 D) 
place to art and coquettry, we cannot 
but lament, that the charms of nature 
are loſt, that the matron withers like the 


roſe, but does not like that flower, re- 
tain its fragrance after it is decayed,. 
neither can the bud of beauty expect a 
full bloom, that is expoſed too early to 
an inclement ſky. | 


The ſame may be ſaid of men the 
evil ſeems to flow from the neglect of 
a proper education, which ought to in- 
ſpire both ſexes with a contempt for every 
thing that is not virtuous, good, and wiſe 
in every rank of life; but let us hope 
according to the idea of ſome writers, 
(for though fanciful, ſtill it may be 
pleaſing) that human nature is advanc- 
ing in virtue, and in conſequence to the 
reſtoration of that mental happineſs, which 
was the portion of the firſt bleſt inha- 


bitauts of primeval purity, and it is 
poſſible, 


e 0 ) 
poſſible, may again be poſſoſſed by the 


ſons of men, Alas l how have the ſocial 
affections, the enjoyments of domeſtic life, 
che delights of rural eaſe, and even the 
comforts of men of buſineſs, in thronged 
eities, been invaded by falſe taſte, and the 
minds of the multitude ' led captive - by ; 
faſhion, while the faſcinated train ſcarce 

ſtop to conſider by what magie they have 
been attrafted into the whirlpool, where 
ſo many have been loſt to / themſelves; | 
to the beſt purpoſes of human life, and 
to the natural truly elegant enjoyment 
of it. | | 12 


Ho languid and inſipid do ſome of the 


votaries of pleaſure appear at ſuperb en- 
tertainments of every kind, not to ſpeak 
of the pain occaſioned by ſome contend- 
ing paſſion, ſome mortified vanity, from 


which the ſimple ſcenes of life exempt * 


e 421 12 the 


ET 

the admirers. of nature, How cheerful is 
the happy family, who underſtand the art 
of living (which fortune alone cannot 
give) who take the evening walk, and 

indulge meditation, before they ſink into 
the ſoft repoſe that the fatigued mindg 
of the voluptuous are ſtrangers to. 


May we not alſo ſuppoſe, if the world 
grows_ more virtuous, enfeebling arts will 
give place to the more uſeful, more man · 
ly, and truly ornamental — that uni- 
verſal pilanthrophy will prevail, that 
friendſhip will be ſacred, that the pain- 
ful reſtraints on ſincerity, in what is 
called polite life, will be done away; 
and that perſons will ceaſe to ſeek the 
ſociety of thoſe whom they deſpiſe, or 
hat is worſe, defame in abſence, — 
that the honeſt mind need not bluſh. at 
the deviation from the manners of the 

un- 


0 


ill or - dread the imputation of 
ſingularity, by not attempting to im- 
| poſe upon the world by falſe appearances. 
Let minds of ſenſibility ſay what pain 

they have ſuffered, in a world of vain 
conceit, how often their beſt hopes have 

been deceived, their faireſt proſpects frus- 

trated by adepts in diſſimulation, and their | 

characters perhaps miſrepreſented ; for ag 
Dr. Newton obſerves, all men of any note 
have two characters, but for their come 
fort, be it recollected, that the ouly per- 
fea, the only pure, was accuſed of being 
a friend to publicans and finners; and 
no doubt this man of ſorrow, who recom · 
mended that our light ſhould ſhine be- 
fore men, that we might glorify our 

Father which is in heaven, felt the 
deepeſt grief. at the imputation of guilt, - 
by an uncharitable multitude, whoſe ſick» 
neſs of ſoul he came to heal; and ſhall 
2 fa being, a man of ſin expect more 


mercy, | 


6 
miercy, ſhall he be depreſſed oy contumary 


or elevited" git nr! F nun 
. All praiſe 6 ba but of true defert, © 


. Plays round the head, but come not to the heart 
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So likewiſe is defamation  fortion if not 
deſerved, and can leave no ting where 
the mind is prepared to be corrected, if 
faulty, by a kind parent, who would 
not wiſh a child pampered till it is grown 
too ald, or too obſtinate to be led into 
the paths of peace. To conclude, that 
happineſs may be advancing, and righte- 
ouſneſs © cover the earth,” let every 
ſoul of every nation be open to fraternal 
feelings, as beings (to the Deity, not 
comparatively more than inſeQs) inha- 
biting the ſame orb, governed by the ſame 
law of nature, ſubje& to the like frailties, 
Ike ſufferings, and what is infinitely dear, 


enjoying the love of the ſpirit of the 
yniyerſe 


(amy 
Ane alike, whether white or black, 


of every name and eyery nation ordained 
to be made happy in be end by the one 


perfect ofering for fn] let us therefore 
open our hearts, as God hath opened his 
book of compaſſion to our view, and re- 
ceive every individual as a brother; let 


the ſtream of affection flow like many 


rivers till it unites in one vaſt ocean, and 
all diſtinction i is loſt; thus may the reſtitu· 
tion of the harmony of nature be brought 

about by natural means, as ſome writers 


have ſuppoſed poſſible, but which is a cu- 


rious and not neceflary enquiry, in the 


preſent day; it being only needful for 


every individual to endeavour as much as 
poſſible to be pure in heart, that they may 
ſee. Cod: may the Being without begin- 
ning, the Alpha and Omega, (or by what- 
ever name the ſons of mortality addreſs 
Infinite Perfection) behold the inhabitants 
of our orb with compaſſion, and like, a 

tender 


* 


— 


| ( 72 55 
tender father heal the diſorders of his 
family on earth, who as idle children are 
quarrelling for trifles—for power, for dig- 
nity, for the diſpoſition of particular ſpots 
of the earth, the glory of governing, which 
. Ean alone be attained by imitation of the 
divine attributes, Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth 
— how theſe are beſt adminiſtered, is far 
beyond my depth; but ſays an elegant 
author, if the return of mankind to 
virtue and fimplicity of life, will in 
due time be accelerated by the wiſe 
% directions of princes, in harmony with 
« their people, and falling i in piouſly with 
<< the deſigns of the great Superintendant 
« above, this points out a propriety of 
conduct to chriſtians, who believe the 
% holy- writings, which predict the re- 
gemption, and the means of affecting 


40 A. This wiſe conduct, I conceive 


to be a due acquieſcence, by all ranks 
and orders of ** of this our proteſſant 
kingdom, 


(0 - 


kingdom, to = mode of govemment ; 

adopted by our wiſe forefathers, by which 

king and people ſeem to be connected 
by the neareſt- and deareſt ties ; the firſt 
placed as the common | father to guard a 
large family - committed to his care, ever 
if poſſible afliſted by the wiſeſt and beſt 
adviſers, in uniſon with the voice of a 
free people, all contributing to the ge- 
neral good. The people thus rendered 

harmonious, ſhould be grateful, reſpectful, | 
and affectionate to the head who wears, 
if he be a good man, a crown of thorns, 
from his anxiety © for the public ſafety, 


and ſuch are the anxieties attending on 
royalty, that I ſhould imagine no wiſe man 
would voluntarily encircle his brow with 
ſo painful a bandage. The people there- 
fore ſhould render the taſk of a good king 
eaſy, who in return, like a faithful ſhep- | 
herd, ſhould feed his flock, and after a 
due cultivation of the morals and happi- 

5 neſs 
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neſs of the lower ranks, enable them "is | 
berally to partake of the manna that falls 


from heaven, which they have a right to 
gather moſt plenteouſly, as they labour | 
hard to taſte the ſweets, 


I feel a timidity, I never experienced 
in the preſence of any human being, in 
offering to public view this little pamph- 
let, the eye of the critic muſt be cloſed, 
according to the law of nature, and the 


hand that now expreſſes the dictates of 
the heart, will ſoon, very ſoon, it is more 
than probable, become with the frail body, 

of which it is a member, no longer an 


inſtrument of either good or evil, but 
the conſcious ſpirit ſhall never ceaſe to be 


ſenſible of the uſe or abuſe of the talent, 


or talents committed to its care, and if 


only one be given, and it ſhould be abuſed 
by hypocriſy and inſincerity, or want of 


humility, reſpecting religious truths, how 
great 


675) 


ber muſt be the condemnation before 
the ſpirit 'of truth; of parity, and nue wiſe 
aw but that ſpirit, all indulgent to 
mortality, will accept the offerings of the 
duſt he has animated to adore him, and. 
if it ſhould etr, or be Lriequal (as it muſt 
be) to the'taſk of fathoming boundleſs wiſ= - 
dom, accept the wiſh of the humble to 
—Surely then, fellow 
- mortals will not be more ' ſevere, but 
weigh with tenderneſs the intent, and 
let the piety of the deſign excuſe the 
want of capacity, or of knowledge. N 


ſpeak his praiſe.- 


Aud 1 hope fellow mortals, of every 


denomination, will join and be animated _ 
with the divine ejaculation of our church, 7 1 
and unite with the , members of it, in 3 
ſaying, With angels and archangels 
* and all the company of heaven, we 
4 Jaud and magnify thy glorious Name, 
% evermore praiſing Thee, and ſaying, 

L2 « HOLY! 


* 


« HOLY! HOLY! HOLY 3» 


* 9 


* 


e of Hoſts, Heaven and Earth" are full 


. of Thy glory... Glory be to Thee, 9 
rd, moſt high, Amen. 


4 
4 ita 2 416097 4 


NIC N - 


1 


* 
F - 
, Ic 4 * % 
1 4 . 4 8 1 * * 0 * * 
Y . * * 1 — — 
* : 
= * 1 * 
' 1 4 1 9 \ F 3 * 4 - & * = 
44 * 1 1 * * 
4 
= 4 * a LY 
= * 4 - * . * 
W 
E * 
= 0 
* - 
* %, 
B " 
- * : 
- = ; 
N 
1 : ig 
ny * _ 2 . 
A 7 * * - 
_ * 'S * 4 4 - 0 & * ; 
. * 
4 , * 
F 1 
-n - " 1 
= n 
6 . - 
"= * . . 
| | ; 
"2 * 1 
i 3 7 — - Y y 
05 4 * 
1 4 
of — £ p - ; "s 1 
2 4 : 
a / : w #8 
” # & 
„ g . , „ | „ 
1 P 
/ - _ 
. 1 & ® 
» : P 16 + 8 5.4 bk 3 ab 
MF I o 
# * . 
= 1 mn 
£2 4444 4s 
* - . 
_ 8 
} 4 9 
* * is 
= 5 4s » we 
* "LA » * * 4 1 * 
e 
- 
1 4 
1 -- +4 
4 - * . 
- 
1 — 
* * 2 
x 
, * 
9 


* 


83 


* 
— 


* 


* 4, 
* * 


* 


* 


2 Co ud * 
. 

ory #30 
. * 9 
* 9 
x = © 
* 

_—_ 
Wo * EY 


8 
V . , "Sz 
ry . 
* 2 13 
1 * 
1 
9 . 
* 
1 


* A 
1 = 
* 
. * 
4 4 
. 9 * * 7 ; 
. 5 
. o . a 
o 1 % 9 
= 
— * 
0 - * 
. 
* 
* 
1 * 
= 
1 - 
4 2 
= ; . 
- 
, - 
% 
> % 
* 
8 . y * 5 
* * 
* . 
6 a 
* 
> * 
- 
* 
* * w 
* 1 . \ 
- — 
> 1 62 
* * 
" * 
o 
/ „ 
* \ L 
0 * I 8 „ 
. 
* * 
CRY 2 


